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SNAPSHOT

THE IFFS 2009 was bald on < 12 March and this
year was 3 massive affaic taking up virually every
uingle hall in the Singapore Expo: Thefe were severs|
very interesting exhibitors and more than s few new
t

Singapone brands thal we hadn'l yet seen but it
w8 student-centred svent that roally caught our
eye.. again, Resders with slephantine memanies
will recall parhaps that we featured the 4 FLIP
Challenge in January last year - and yes, that's what
has caught our eys sgsin

To recap, the FLIP Challenge is a dasign initiative
s by SFIC to encourage local design snd
art students to keep pushing the baundaries with

o

furniture design while retaining the basic premise
of functionality. Thera waro 69 antries for this, the
5 FLIP Challenge, a tigure which s close 1o a 20
per cent incranse in the number of particpants
accarding to Simon Ong, Chairman of the Design
Development Committes of the SFIC

The challenge this year was to take the Epe
chining chair provided by Star Fumiture industries
and ‘FLIP* It = that is, to come up with & way to
Iviree mrt without sscrificing its basic funcion. They
woulld need to work within the constraints of the
chair by using only the chair as their basic matenal;
It% imteresting to note that sach FLIP challenge has
always had a version of this particular constraint as
they feel this offers the participants s taste of the ranl
working world where professional designers have
to work within the boundares set by the material
and the market. Open only to students from local
schools, they can choose 1o participate as individualy
of in teams of two

The six judges on the pansl this ysar were Naoto
Fukasawa, an internationally respectod Japanese

Carsten Ovesen of Carsten Ovesen Design

clesigr

and Chiel Judge; (M1 Khoo Peng Beng, a couneil
member ol the Singapore Institute of Architects;
Colin Seah, 8 member of the Interior Design
Confedaration; and Benny Tan, President of the
Designers Association Singapore

The judging eritaria wers kept simple; innovation
~ hesw the materials wers used to conatruct & lifestyle
term; anginality of the wordk: and functianality,
including the ervironmentally frendly aspects,
argonamics and structural comfort of the plece

A total of six winners were announced - gold,

sl sriee and three ments. The judges
commarted on the quality and Bravery of the
dv.-i-_qn:-_ and reminded everyone thai as the
competition maturad, the judges’ expectabions

would evoive = the works would need to

continuously be berter than the previous cycle

. we spaak 1o the winners of the

5 FLIP Challenge.
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