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A resounding start 
for a resounding 
success!

International Furniture Fair Singapore 2009, in conjunction 
with the 26th Asean Furniture Show, officially opened with 
the auspicious banging of the grand gong. The act was 
performed by the guest of honour for the event, Mr Lee Yi 
Shyan, Singapore’s Minister of State for Trade and Industry, 
and Mr Andrew Ng, President of the Singapore Furniture 
Industries Council and Chairman of IFFS Pte Ltd.

In his welcome speech, Mr Ng thanked exhibitors, visitors 
and his IFFS team for continuing to believe in the Fair and 
for persevering in these challenging economic times to put 
on a successful Show. The confidence displayed by them 
was a great inspiration to the organisers and they will be 
working hard to provide a conducive and efficient business 
environment to all present.

Mr Lee Yi Shyan injected even greater excitement to 
the morning when he announced the launch of a new 
S$1.4 million Design DNA programme that aims to Develop 
design capability, Nurture local design talents and Accelerate 
business growth through design adoption.

He encouraged industry players to be creative not just 
in their design, but also in the way they develop business 
opportunities. He urged them to look beyond obvious 
partnerships and explore out-of-the-box collaborations to 
acquire a fresh point of view.

He said, “I would like to encourage you to explore 
collaborations with companies from other industries to 
create new niche markets that differentiate yourself from the 
masses. What are these industries? They could be fashion, 
jewellery and even precision engineering. Such cross-industry 
pollination will help you create new intellectual properties 
and process know-how.”

To add oomph and to link IFFS, AFS and Singapore Mozaic 
(the local furniture industry brand) to the official opening 
event, a musical item was presented by celebrity comedienne 
Selena Tan. She paid tribute to IFFS/AFS with specially 
tailored lyrics sung to the tune of familiar hits, ‘Cabaret’ and 
‘I Will Survive’. Selena got the crowd clapping and tapping 
to the beat. This party atmosphere cumulated with the hitting 
of the gong and with that thunderous ‘BANG’, the Fair was 
off to a booming start!

Show Date :9 - 12 March 2009 
Admission :Trade Admission 

9 - 11 March 2009 from 0900 – 1800 hrs 
12 March 2009 from 0900 – 1700 hrs
Public Admission 
12 March 2009 from 1700 – 1900 hrs

Attire :Business
Note: Children below 12 years old will not be admitted except on 12 March 
2009 after 1700 hours.

GOH tours the fair Official opening act by Minister Lee Yi Shyan and Mr Andrew Ng

Day 2: 4,682 VISITORS





Silver Award
Pogee
Designed by: Liang Yanjie and Royston Lim Qilun
Institute: National University of Singapore

Gold Award
Torsion: The Act of Twisting
Designed by:	Nway Yu Win Sein and Lina Fong Mingli
Institute: Temasek Polytechnic

Best Use of Material Award
“hump + bump”
Designed by: Widya Yuniarti
Institute: Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts
Country: Singapore

Correction Notice

In Issue 1 of H!LIGHTS, page 8, the write-up titled Classic Home, 
Myanmar wrongly featured the photograph of exhibitor CMP Furniture 
A/S. The editorial team would like extend our sincere apologies to 
both companies for this oversight.

Open Category
Grand Award
Naked Chair
Designed by: Outofstock Design Team
Company: Outofstock
Country: Singapore

Bronze Award
Ro.King Chair
Designed by: Deric Shen Mao Zheng and Erlina Chang
Institute: Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts

Young Designers Category
Grand Award
Ripple
Designed by: Apirat Boonruangthaworn 
Company: Ourstudio
Country: Thailand

Students Category
Honourable Mention
COR 
Designed by: Somchai Thuntharanukul
Institute: King Mongkut’s Institute
of Technology Ladkrabang
Country: Thailand
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FDA 2009/ 
FL!P Challenge

Furniture.Lifestyle. 
Innovations.Perspectives

FL!P

Challenge

Furniture Design Award 2009

*Please note that the judges did not award a 
Grand Award for the Students Category this year.

“This is my first visit and so far, I have been blown away by everything. The high level of design, 
the superb innovation and the large variety available, especially from the ASEAN region.”

Natalie Rowland, Senior Buyer, Pacific Buying Office, Sales Directorate, Army and 
Air Force Exchange Service (Japan)
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Booth No. 3J-42 Booth No. 4D-72

Booth No. 3C-41

Country Corner, Vietnam
Country Corner makes charming vintage-style furniture that one might 
expect to find in a quaint countryside cottage. The fine detailing of the 
delicately crafted and hand-painted pieces reflects the company’s emphasis 
on superior wood craftsmanship. Naturally, customers would be attracted 
to its high-grade furniture, attention to detail and competitive pricing. 

Established in 1990, Country Corner now owns manufacturing facilities 
in Vietnam and has a stable of talented designers. This year, it will be 
showcasing a wide array of furniture and home accessories that stay true 
to its vision of keeping the spirit of the countryside alive.

Hishem Furniture, Indonesia 
Established in 1995, Hishem is well-known for its range of UV-proof, 
weather-resistant and 100% recyclable synthetic rattan furniture. 
Hishem’s modern-style creations can be spotted at numerous international 
hotels and the company counts the likes of Four Seasons, Club Med and 
Sheraton among its customers.

With a larger exhibition space this year, the company is excited to be 
showcasing products made with a stronger, more flexible synthetic fibre 
called Ecoflex. A new collection sporting a distinctly different style from 
the usual contemporary designs was specially created to complement the 
more organic look and feel of the new fibre.

Interwood Vietnam, Vietnam
Believing that good quality products easily sell themselves, Interwood 
Vietnam continually works on improving its operating processes and 
regularly conducts staff training to maintain its high standards.

Its specialisation is in wooden indoor furniture crafted from North American 
hardwood like cherry, walnut, oak and maple. Interwood Vietnam designs 
its furniture around the beautiful grain patterns and knots naturally present 
in the wood rather than incorporate elaborate handicraft into its products.

Exporting to the US, UK, Australian and European markets, Interwood 
Vietnam is all geared up to gain more exposure at IFFS/AFS 2009 and 
showcase its contemporary dining and bedroom furniture collections.

Kawi Designs PT., Indonesia
Kawi Designs’ focus is on producing premium-quality handmade teak 
furniture and display items. A strong advocate of eco-friendly practices, 
the Indonesian-based company makes its products from reclaimed teak, 
which has been painstakingly recovered from old structures, to cut back 
on the felling of trees.

This year, Kawi Designs is pleased to offer some of its quality products 
at unbelievably low prices. Up for grabs is its Rustic Relics Collection, 
featuring chairs and coffee tables intricately carved in shapes of people 
and animals. Each piece is unique, signed by the carver and comes with a 
certificate of authenticity.

Booth No. 3G-61

The expanding furniture industry in Asia boasts numerous award-winning companies that are highly adept at combining quality materials 
with sophisticated design concepts. Offering a wide range of styles from contemporary to country, these Asian exhibitors boost the Fair’s 
reputation as an invaluable sourcing platform.

Asia’s Furniture 
Stalwarts

“After attending other fairs in the region, my wife and I can see that the Singapore fair is 
of a much higher standard. The layout of the halls are neater, and the booths are bright 
and welcoming.”

Jason Ng, Managing Director, Omega Design Pte Ltd (Singapore)




